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Written for the Orchestra of the Swan,  
 commissioned by Coventry UK City of Culture 2021 & Arts Council England 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Premiered at Coventry Cathedral on February 4th February 22, 
with two further performances on February 5th – conducted by Daniel Fardon. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
SYMPHONY OF US was a year-long project commissioned by Coventry UK City of Culture 2021 and Arts Council 
England. This project involved six diverse local people with connections to the City of Coventry, from the age of 
21 to 88. These proud Coventrians, either born in the city or who have made it their home, are teachers, are 
parents, are quietly changing the world. They are a little part of ‘us’: 

 
 

NOR AZIZ 
 

MOZ BAKER 
 

DUNCAN BRIGHTSIDE 
 

SAM COLLINGE 
 

ROZE NAVAB 
 

LYNETTE COULSTON 
 
 

The project brought together the above people with the composer, and over the course of a year, the music was 
written and inspired by their stories. In the historical setting of the magnificent Coventry Cathedral, they told 
their stories, supported by the live orchestra conducted by Daniel Fardon.  
 
 

The text was edited and written by local Coventry artist Paul O’Donnell. 
 

 
The music for this symphony accompanies on-stage narration, and there is a separate script and notes on how 
to perform the work. Although originally performed alongside the original people of the story, this work can be 
performed with narration by actors/a compère.  

 
 

Please contact Daniel Fardon for further guidance on performing the work. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



THE PEOPLE 
 

NOR AZIZ: The Community Pollinator 
 

 
 

I believe that even when the flowers are not blooming they still talk to each other under the ground. 
 
Born in Malaysia, Nor looks at the world through looking at her garden. She sees her six children blooming in 
their own ways, she creates community events in Canley inspired by the way her flowers exist alongside each 
other and feels her faith continue to grow. 

 
MOZ BAKER: The Leader of a Movement 

 

 
 

I will always remember my first visit to Highfield Road. The noise of the crowd, the smell of the stadium. 
 
A Coventry kid, born and bred. A father to two children. A lifelong CCFC supporter. Moz ‘just wanted to be a fan’ 
but accidentally became Chair of the Sky Blue Trust. So began his journey in the successful campaign to bring 
CCFC back home to Coventry. Where they belong. 
 



DUNCAN BRIGHTSIDE: The Supporter of Youngsters 
 

 
 

I call them ‘my children’, whilst they are in my classroom they are ‘my children’. 
 
A primary school teacher, a passionate LGBTQ+ advocate, a lover of Star Wars. Duncan also accidentally became 
a Chair of Prism LGBTQ+, a network offering support to young people coming to terms with their gender 
and/or sexuality. He offers the support that he didn’t have as a child, he builds a logical family for those young 
people who need it, he lets them laugh and talk and be. 

 
SAM COLLINGE: The Hand Holder 

 

 
 

Often people say to me, I couldn’t do your job. But I don’t see it as a job, I see it as a great privilege. 
 
A mother of two. A wife of Mark. An NHS bereavement midwife. Sam offers love, support and care to families 
when they need it the most. An honorary Coventrian, the city grew her career, family and her children. And 
although they live in Stratford now, she never lets them forget that they are her ‘Cov Kids’. 
 
 



 
ROZE NAVAB: The Global Connector 

 

 
 

A show about me? In the cathedral? But I’m utterly boring! 
 
Roze is a 22-year-old who was born in Iran, coming to Coventry aged 2 she has lived as a ‘Cov kid’ ever since. 
After a chance encounter with a tapestry in the Town Hall she was inspired by Coventry’s Twin City history and 
aged 19 set up Twin Studios Projects. From Dresden to Volgograd, Cork to Kecskemét, from Coventry to 
Coventry (the one in Connecticut), Roze is building creative connections with our twins across the world. 

 
LYNETTE COULSTON: The Minister of Joy 

 

 
 

I will always speak for Coventry because Coventry has been good for my children. And for me. 
 
An 88-year-old Minister and a retired secondary school teacher, Lynette was born in Guyana but she can talk for 
England. A newbie to the city, coming here first in 1955 she has lived in Coventry, the city she calls home, for 
more than half of her life. Lynette has given birth to 9 children, has 17 grandchildren and 12 great grandchildren 
and supports families who have lost loved ones through PTSD. 



 
 

INSTRUMENTATION 
 
 
 
Flute (doubling piccolo) 
Clarinet in Bb 
Oboe 
Bassoon 
 
Trumpet in Bb 
Horn in F 
Trombone 
 
Percussion:  

Timpani 
Mixed-Setup: Snare, Woodblock, Hi-hat, Ride Woodblock 
Hi-hat 
Ride 
Bongos (pair) 
Bass drum 
Tam-tam 
Crash Cymbal 
Marimba 
Vibraphone 
Glockenspiel  

Harp 
 
Strings (minimum 6-6-4-4-2) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ORCHESTRAL SCORE IN C 
 

Running time: Approx. 2 hours 
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